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What’s New With You? 

So, what’s new with you? If you’re like me at this time of year, when you’re asked what’s 
new, you think about one of 2 things: what you got for Christmas and what you’re going to 
do for the new year. 

You know what I mean. The end of the year is a time for looking back and reflecting and 
saying to ourselves, “I wish I would have done this or that or whatever.” And so many 
people look at the New Year as a time to start out fresh, to stop the bad things they know 
they should have quit a long time ago and to do the good things they know they should be 
doing already. We call them New Year’s resolutions. 

People who know about this kind of thing and probably have way too much time on their 
hands have come up with a list of the top ten most popular New Year’s resolutions. These 
are not real specific, like the resolution to take down the Christmas lights before the 4th of 
July, or to break up with your supermodel girlfriend because she snores. But look at these 
and see if you have made any of the most popular resolutions: 

10. Be More Spiritual.  
9. Get Out Of Debt 
8. Be More Organized 
7. Spend Less Time on the Internet 
6. Spend More Time with the Family 
5. Be a Better Person 
4. Quit Drinking 
3. Quit Smoking 
2. Exercise 
1. Lose Weight   

So the chances are if you kept every resolution you made last year, you would be skinny, 
smart, healthy, and rich. But the truth about New Year’s resolutions is that most people 
break their resolutions before the first month of the year is over, many of them within the 
first week.  

So why don’t New Year’s resolutions work? I think it’s because we overestimate how self-
sufficient we are. After all, look at all we’ve accomplished. We have sent people rocketing 
into outer space and brought them back again. We have built machines that can cut down 
a tree, strip its branches, and cut it into manageable size logs. I’ve known people who have 
had their heart stopped so the surgeons can work on it and then have it started up again. 
You get the feeling that we can accomplish anything if we put our minds to it. 

What we tend to forget is that God is the one who makes any good thing possible. He is so 
good and so gracious and has given us so much in this life that we’ve lost any conception 
of just how dependant on him we are. For the air we breathe, the food we eat, for life itself; 
we are all dependant on God and how he created the earth.  

James 1:16-17 says, “Don't be deceived, my dear brothers. 17 Every good and perfect gift 
is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change 
like shifting shadows.” 

This year, let’s make the Father of the heavenly lights, the giver of all good gifts, part of our 
New Year’s resolutions. 
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Newsletter & Bulletin Information: 
Next month's newsletter and calendar items must be turned into the church office by January 23 . Items for the weekly bulletin need to be in by Thursday at 11:00 
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March 6-7, 2009 

St. Cloud Civic Center 
Do You Need Renewal In Your… 

Life - Purpose - Community - Joy - Passion - Faith - 
Vision - Hope - Walk with Christ??? 

 

Celebrate our God of Renewal   
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16- Freddie & Edith Asis 
20- Gregg & Lori Hansen 
23- Merle & Delores Ford 

2- Rebekah Merrill 
4- Dale Stevens 
6- Dylan Erickson 
7- Barbara Sroka 
    Lisa Domeyer 
8- Caroline Jonak 
9- Chris Cardinal 
11-Emalee Stone 
13-Linda Steele 
15-Elizabeth Steele 
17-Jake Entinger 
     Marion Hardy 
19-Megan Domeyer 
21-Cindi Richter 
23-Cindy Winter 
      Meghan Lane 
      Jody Barber 
 26-Bobbi Craig 
      Eunice Barber 
      Shirley Mens 
27-Tyler Postuma 
28-Don Sroka 
     Mary Jo Czaplewski 
30-Marie Ferrell 
31-Rick Lundgren 
      Robert Bour 
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Saturday, January 10, 2009, 6:00 pm 
Place: Doug & Cindy Winter’s home, 1153 14 th  Ave. SE, Minneapolis, 

MN 55414 
My New Year’s Resolutions: 
�  Read God’s Word Every Day 
�  Lose 10 pounds 
�  Have a night of fun at the Winter Getaway at Winters 
All NBCC adults are invited to come for a great eve ning of fun. Join us and get to know your 
New Brighton Church family better . 
Featuring: 
�  Table games at Winters (including the ever-popular "Pit") 
�  Ice Skating at Van Cleve Park (2 blocks from Winters’ House) for the Young at Heart and Brave – 
weather permitting 
�  Plenty of Fellowship and "Food" 
Barbecues and beverages will be furnished. There will be a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board downstairs 
so we know how many to plan for. If you want to bring other snacks you can sign up also. We hope that 
YOU can join us for a fun time. 

The Missions ministry of NBCC wishes to THANK each of you for your prayers and 
financial support throughout 2008.  We are actively involved in sharing the "GOOD 
NEWS" around the world and changing people’s lives as they learn about 
Jesus.  Through our outreach we have provided food, clothing, toys, housing, training, 
education & medical assistance, all in the name of Jesus.  

The following comes from "Ambassadors for Christ" in the Philippines from a young woman & her 
husband who met Jesus  through "Ambassadors" training program from which they both 
graduated.  They are   now launching a new church plant on the island of Palawan, in the 
Philippines.  "Everyday we continue to evangelize and meet new pe ople.  We have an outreach 
at the other end of the island at a small town call ed Rizal.  I am complete and very 
satisfied.  It's a very simple life - just enough t o survive each day, our daily needs and food are 
met.  Many challenges as the church grows.  I obser ved and experienced that choosing God is 
worth it all.  Nothing more could I ask.  Jesus is enough!  Pray for us."    Beautiful words right 
from the heart of a young woman that we helped to know Jesus and who is now sharing Jesus to 
change other’s lives.  This is just one simple example of the profound impact we make around the 
globe through your generous giving to our Missions ministry here at NBCC.  WE Thank Each of 
You!!!   God Bless You All, as we look forward to a New Year of outreach and service. 
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Church Secretary’s Temporary Schedule Change 
 

For the last 8 years, I have been a test administrator for the 
National Assessment of Educational Progress - the national test 
given to selected Title I schools in the nation every 2 years. The 
results are called “The Nation’s Report Card”. They are used to 
compare states and  the U.S. with school children world wide in 
math, reading, and science.  I will be testing every morning from 
Jan. 28 - March 6. Therefore, I will shift my hours for NBCC to 
afternoon times. Starting 1:30 - 5:30PM -Mon-Fri for the 6 week 
period. Thanks for your patience. Mary Jo 
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  January 
   
  1   Genesis 1-3 17   Matthew 1-3 
  2   Genesis 4-6                       18   Matthew 4-6 
  3   Genesis 7-9                       19   Matthew 7-9 
  4   Genesis 10-12 20   Matthew 10-12 
  5   Genesis 13-15 21   Matthew 13-15 
  6   Genesis 16-18 22   Matthew 16-18 
  7   Genesis 19-21 23   Matthew 19-21 
  8   Genesis 22-24 24   Matthew 22-24 
  9   Genesis 25-27 25   Matthew 25-28 
10  Genesis 28-30 26   Exodus 1-3 
11  Genesis 31-33 27   Exodus 4-6 
12  Genesis 34-36 28   Exodus 7-9 
13  Genesis 37-39  29   Exodus 10-12 
14  Genesis 40-42 30   Exodus 13-15 
15   Genesis 43-45                   31   Exodus 16-18 
16 Genesis 46-50 
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Warm up with some  

winter coloring fun! 
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NBCC Volunteers: Operation Christmas Child - Shoebox Gifts 

 
      
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 

1st row: Miriam Camarse, Carolyn Dunn, Lindsey Angelo, Leah 
Watkins, Freddie & Edith Asis, Denise Asis. Standing: Pat 
Payson, Doug Corcoran, Barb Banta, Lynda & Ashley Ruiz, 
Jeannie Corcoran, Mary Jo Czaplewski, Cindy Winter, Reggie 
Camarse, Janssen Asis 

 Members of NBCC donated 105 lovely gift shoe boxes to the Ministry 
of  Samaritans Purse, run by Franklin Graham.  On December 2 & 9th 
two NBCC crews traveled to the Midwest  Processing  Center in 
Bloomington to help pack the boxes bound  for over 90 countries 
worldwide. They were sorted onto pallets by ages 2-4, 5-9, and 10-14. 
These boxes came from Michigan, Illinois, Iowa, Wisconsin and North 
and South Dakota - all lovingly supplied with special age and gender 
appropriate gifts. Many contained photos and letters from the donors. 
For most of the children receiving them, it will be the first Christmas 
gift they have ever received. God bless you all for your generosity to 
the Children of God.   
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Pat Payson, Barb Banta, Mary Jo Czaplewski,  and        Reggie Camarse, loading gifts onto the pallets.       Some of the 450,000 boxes 
Miriam Camarse check boxes for money      

 


