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When Walter Cavanagh went Christmas shopping last year he only took one credit card with
him. That’s a little unusual, because the average American household is home to 12 Visas,
Mastercards, and other credit cards.

And when Walter Cavanagh uses his credit card, he pays off the balance every month.
That's even more unusual, because the average American household carries somewhere
between $7000-$9000 in credit card debt.

You probably wouldn't be surprised to hear that Walter Cavanagh is a retired financial
planner. What might surprise you is that Walter Cavanagh holds 2 Guinness Book World
Records. One is for owning the world’s largest wallet. I'm guessing he doesn’t carry it in his
back pocket, or any pocket, because it weighs 38 pounds.

Now why would you need a 38 pound wallet? Why, to hold your credit cards, of course.
Walter Cavanagh’s other world record is having the most active credit cards. The world’s
largest wallet will hold 800 credit cards in its plastic sleeves, which stretch 30 stories high,
but that’s just over half. Walter Cavanagh has 1497 active credit cards worth 1.7 million
dollars in instant credit.

It takes a great deal of discipline to hold even one credit card and keep it paid off, but Walter
Cavanaugh manages to do that with almost 1500 cards. "Never use a card to buy anything
you can't pay off in a couple of months," he says. "If you don't have the discipline, you
shouldn't have the cards." And Cavanaugh believes the wisdom is self-evident. After all, he
says, "What good is putting money in a retirement plan if you're paying 18% interest on a
credit card at the same time?"

Walter Cavanaugh manages to live free of debt, but how about you? For many families, the
December joy of Christmas is followed by the brutal January of financial reality. And this can
have a great effect on your spiritual life.

Proverbs 22:7 says, “The rich rule over the poor, and the borrower is servant to the lender.”

God wants you to be free of debt because debt puts someone other than God in the position
of being your master. You know how it is. When you’re drowning in debt your main concern
is not how to serve God better but how to get out of debt faster.

One way you can see this is in how some people give to the church or mission work. Maybe
you'd like to give more, maybe you'd like to give to one of our missions like New Life Family
Services, but you can’t because...why? Because you owe so much money to the lender that
there’s nothing left for God. You have become a servant to the lender.

If there’s anyone we should be in debt to, it's God. 1 Corinthians 7:23 says, You were
bought at a price; do not become slaves of men. But so many of us willingly make ourselves
a slave to the plastic we carry in our pockets.

The New Year is a great time to look at how we’re doing things, what's working and what
needs to change. For a lot of us, the change to make is, don’t work for your money; make
your money work for you.
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Newsletter & Bulletin Information:

Next month's newsletter and calendar itemstannstibeto the church offidamyary 15 Items for the weekly bulletin need to beurstigyrat 11:00 am.
Please call 651/633-7152.
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January Birthdays
4- Dale Stevens
|6- Dylan Erickson
7- Barbara Sroka
Brian Sladek
Lisa Domeyer
|8- Caroline Jonak
9- Chris Cardinal
11- Emalee Stone
13- Linda Steele
15- Elizabeth Steele
17- Jake Entinger
Marion Hardy
19- Megan Domeyer
21- Cindy Richter
23- Cindy Winter
Meghan Lane
25- Jody Barber
26- Bobbi Craig
Eunice Barber
Shirley Mens
27- Tyler Postuma
28- Don Sroka
Mary Jo Czaplewski
30- Marie Ferrell
31- Rick Lundgren
Robert Bour

Anniversaries

20 Gregg & Lori Hansen
23 Merle & Delores Ford

NBCC Defibrillator (AED) Purchased yr
There is never a certainty that all people dethesed totally healthy
free of possible cardiac arrest. For that purmage,oll AED Plus ’
defibrillator has been purchased for use at NECTimantly being ’/ Y
stored behind the sound booth in church. thisedaimonthly through ’ 4
LifeLine Inc. of Shakopee, Mn. (www.LifeLimbecstadf and Elders
Chair have been trained on its use and othenelrehs will also be
trained to use it. Directions and a trainimg diskila in the office. If yc i
have further questions, please contact RonJor Mary

Women'’s Ministries Christmas Party - a huge&icc

Thank you to Ann Dewing and the women'’s raindgtitde study groups who combing
fun party with some significant charity workgfdra ptarted with prayer and song, by
between the ladies donated and packed 28 Haigsidand 55 “Snowman Soup” bagg
be delivered to the Reeder food shelf and todbg Raunty emergency shelter in
Maplewood. The birthday bags contained cab&tingx ciindles, napkins and gifts for
@ children of several ages. Snowman soup coristea roix, marshmallows, chocolatg
kisses and special greeting. A lovely panyasustatved and enjoyed by all.

Our tradition of presenting a “live” nativity drivteru
experience at New Brighton Christian Church corgththis
December as we successfully presented ofim2nual P
Christmas Drive Thru. Despite the snow and cohdpterature
there was a steady stream of cars both eveningsavd0
minute wait in line at some points. Overall the n@mof
visitors this year increased 16% over attendarsteykzar.

On Saturday night 492 people experienced the livésGnas
Story. An increased number of visitors parkedrthars this
year and “walked thru” to get a closer view of taenel,
donkey and sheep. Although the temperature wears lewer |
on Sunday evening, another 533 folks visited thgeDFhru the®
second night.

Many were first time attendees, while others hasied the Drive Thru year after year. One New
Brighton family said they have come to see our &€hvas Drive Thru for 24 years. Their daughterng ti
tot the first year they came, was in the car wign this year along with her two daughters...three
generations enjoying the Christmas Story Drive Tihadition. Another family came from Norwood, MN
having heard about our Drive Thru while their saswecently hospitalized in the Twin Cities.

Children were wide-eyed as they experienced Thés@as Story. One little girl asked “Why are the
people frozen?” while another youngster thrilledeting “real angels”. Young and old, all enjoyeel t
presentation. Could be some visitor heard thesBhes story for the first time. While we don’t knthe
impact on lives for those who visited, we do kniwattfor a few minutes one evening in Decembery thei
focus turned to scenes from Bethlehem and themiesmning of Christmas.
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Christian Education Committee

Chair: _Kristie Cocking

Members: Reggie Camarse, Randy Steele, Cindy

Winter

This ministry works to improve NBCC's Education
ministry. It recruits teachers and helpers, plans
curriculum and activities and grows the program for
children and youth. In addition to staffing the various
classes in Sunday school, Wee worship, and Midweek
activities, the committee also plans and conducts the
Vacation Bible School in summer, trains volunteers to
work in the education ministry, plans events for the entire
family in an effort to involve parents, and supplies the
classrooms with craft materials and supplies.

Without the many volunteers who teach in the classes
and help with this ministry, it would be difficult to reach
the children, youth and families with the Word of Jesus in
their lives.

Throu_lgb =
BB le tisYear
January
1 Genesis 1-3 17 Matthew 1-3
2 Genesis 4-6 18 Maitlde6
3 Genesis 7-9 19 Maithe9
4 Genesis 10-12 20 Matthew 10-12
5 Genesis 13-15 21 Matthew 13-15
6 Genesis 16-18 22 Matthew 16-18
7 Genesis 19-21 23 Matthew 19-21
8 Genesis 22-24 24 Matthew 22-24
9 Genesis 25-27 25 Matthew 25-28
10 Genesis 28-30 26 Exodus 1-3
11 Genesis 31-33 27 Exodus 4-6
12 Genesis 34-36 28 Exodus 7-9
13 Genesis 37-39 29 Exodus 10-12
14 Genesis 40-42 30 Exodus 13-15
15 Genesis 43-45 31 Exodug86

Genesis 46-50




student discipleship

Youth Volunteer “Huddle”

If you are currently helping with the youth or are interested in helping please come to the Youth
Volunteer meeting on January 13th at 6:30pm. This meeting will be held at the church. At this meeting
we will discuss and gather our thoughts on the progress of our fall curriculum and we will take this short
time to maintain focus and develop strategy.

If you are able to make it to the “huddle” it would be much appreciated.

i

5 fl ['JM’I Teen Night

H |

This month teen night will be on Friday, January 15 ™. If you are looking to fill some of those weekend

YWTH hours with friends, food and a good time come by the church at 7pm and plan to leave by 10pm. We
are looking forward to seeing you there!

Bring $5.00 to cover costs and please bring friends to enjoy the time as well.

Y.AG

If you are out of High School and looking for some fellowship with people close to your “Young Adult” age, you've found

it. On Tuesday evenings at 8pm Y.A.G (Young Adult Group) meets to study, fellowship, or simply to hang out.

Locations vary so please contact Reggie via e-mail (reggie@nbcc.cc) or phone (651.633.7152). We look forward to
seeing you!

Week after week we can get easily worn down. With school, sports, events, and everything
else it is easy to let our spiritual tank run on empty. reFUEL enables you to fill that tank
back up at the end of the month, and get ready for the next. Here we meet with our Christian
friends from the metro area while we join as one to encourage, help, and hang out while we worship, hear a message,
and eat free food. This month reFUEL is on January 31st @ Knollwood Church of Christ . We will meet at the
church and leave at 5:30pm.

Family Dinner Night

Our first Wednesday of the month is “Family Dinner Night”. If you wish to have a home cooked meal before staying for
the bible study you are welcome to join us at 6:30pm. A donation plate is available. 9
i Lméu&,

LAl B S A




& %

L™ # S Yot#t ##
%& ottt #Hi#t

Presented on December 20 Themtdappy Birthday Baby Jesus!

16 Children participated, led by Kristie Cockhmey Were:

Emalee, John, Mac, Conor, Liam, Brooklynn, Bal&h,AAmariah, Liberty, Brianna,
Natalie, Libby, Josh, Anastin, Reagan.
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