New Brighton
Christian
”BCC Church ...
strives to be
a healthy,
growing church that has a
great passion to live the
Great Commandment and
the Great Commission by
loving God, loving people,

As a congregation we will
focus on growing warmer
through fellowship,
stronger through worship,
deeper through
discipleship,

broader through ministry,
and larger through
evangelism.

and sharing the Good News.
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No Sunday School
In August

In Matthew 21:33-41 Jesus says, “Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who
planted a vineyard. He put a wall around it, dug a winepress in it and built a watchtower.
Then he rented the vineyard to some farmers and went away on a journey. ** When the
harvest time approached, he sent his servants to the tenants to collect his fruit. ** “The
tenants seized his servants; they beat one, killed another, and stoned a third. *® Then he
sent other servants to them, more than the first time, and the tenants treated them the
same way. ¥’ Last of all, he sent his son to them. ‘They will respect my son,” he said. * “But
when the tenants saw the son, they said to each other, ‘This is the heir. Come, let’s kill him
and take his inheritance.’ ** So they took him and threw him out of the vineyard and killed
him. *° “Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those
tenants?” ** “He will bring those wretches to a wretched end,” they replied, “and he will rent
the vineyard to other tenants, who will give him his share of the crop at harvest time.”

The immediate application to Jesus’ listeners is clear. Israel, the vineyard, was God, the
landowner’s, chosen nation, and time and time again God had sent his servants, the
prophets, to turn Israel away from its sin and back into relationship with God. But Israel
never wanted to hear what the prophets had to say and sent them away, persecuting and
killing them. Finally God sent his own son, Jesus, but Israel didn’t respect him either. They
mistakenly thought that they were in charge of the nation, and so they could abuse and
even kill Jesus. They mistakenly thought they could take by force what only God can give
by grace. Therefore, God says, the vineyard will be taken away from you and given to
those who will produce the fruit God requires.

Today, your life is a vineyard, your life is a farm, your life is a place where God has planted
and watered and fertilized. The vineyard is the place where we live, work, go to school,
raise families, the place where we laugh, cry, and love.

God owns each of these vineyards we call life, we are all just renters. God created us, he
created the world we live in, he created Heaven and he made possible eternal life with him.
But we tend to forget God's place in our lives. We forget that as the creator he is the
owner. We forget that this is God's world and if we're not producing God’s fruit we're just
taking up space.

There does come a point in time when God can no longer withhold his judgment, but the
good news is that he withholds that final act as long as he can. His judgment fell on the
farmers only after they had repeated opportunities to respond to the owner. And today,
before God judges people he allows them to see what their sin has led them to. He gives
them an opportunity to continue in the same direction or to turn away from their sin and
accept the Son. That's what we call repentance. God passes the final sentence only on
those who with open eyes and deliberate action abuse, reject, and attempt to crucify the
son all over again.

Be confident of this: Your eternal future is not determined by what you've done in the past,
but by what you do about it today. You may have done some terrible things in the past;
what are you going to do about it today? You may be in the habit of using God's name as a
cuss word; what are you going to do about it today? You may have mistreated people, lied,
abused, beaten, gossiped, cheated, stolen; God knows everything you've done. The
guestion is not, what have you done in the past? The question is, what are you going to do
about it today? There is nothing in your past that has to separate you from God today.
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One of the most rewarding times for
me as an Elder is when we have
been asked to come over and pray
for one of our members. In James
5:14- 15 we read,; “Is any sick
among you? let him call for the elders of the
church; and let them pray over him, anointing
him with oil in the name of the Lord; And the
prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord
shall raise him up; and if he have committed
sins, they shall be forgiven him.” [KJV]
Regardless of how God decides to answer these
pleas, James promises a blessing for their
faithfulness. The Elders would be honored to
pray with you too.

Terry Sturges
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Notice: Joint Ministry Meeting changed to Sept. 227:00PM
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Inside this swimming paol are 15 things people do and see in summer.
All 15 are listed below. Dive in and see if you can find all 15.
The words run across and down.

Baseball Fan Lemonade
Beach Firefly Picnic
Bees Flower Shorts
Bike Ice Cream Sunglasses
Butterfly Jump Rope Swir"n\

Don’t

FORGET!
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38th Annual Golf Outing! =

(Fundraiser for Crossroads’ Athletic Department)

Monday, September 12, 2011

Shot-gun start 9:00 AM
$75 per golfer
Great Prizes

Carts/Lunch
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1Timothy 1-3 17 Psalms 58-61
1 Timothy 4-6 18 Psalni2s6s
2 Timothy 1-4 19 Psalnes6d
Psalms 1-5 20 Psalms 69-72
Psalms 6-10 21 Psalms 73-76
Psalms 11-15 22 Psalms 77-78
Psalms 16-20 23 Psalms 79-82
Psalms 21-25 24 Psalms 83-86
Psalms 26-30 25 Psalms 87-89
Psalms 31-34 26 Psalms 90-93
Psalms 35-37 27 Psalms 94-97
Psalms 38-41 28 Psalms 98-102
Psalms 42-45 29 Psalms 103-104
Psalms 46-49 30 Psalms 105-106
Psalms 50-53 31 Psalms 1®&-10
Psalms 54-57




student discipleship

Youth Activities
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Are you going to be UP NORTH on Sunday Mornings ths Summer? If so, join us for Thursday Night Worshp Service at
Church at 7:00 PM. Services will be the same as Sunday’s—worship,gtaermon, communion, offering. It's a great way
start your weekend of fun! The nursery will be opeia staffed.
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