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Sunday Schedule 

8:30 am 
Coffee & Donuts 

. . . . . . 
9:00am Sunday School   
begins September 11 

…... 
10:00 am 

 Blended Worship 
…... 

1:00 pm 
Korean Grace  

Church 

New Brighton  
Christian              
Church … 
strives to be 
a healthy, 

growing church that has a 
great passion to live the 
Great Commandment and 
the Great Commission by  
loving God,  loving people, 
and sharing the Good News.  
 

As a congregation we will 
focus on growing warmer 
through fellowship, 
stronger through worship, 
deeper through 
discipleship,  
broader through ministry, 
and  larger through  
evangelism. 

 
 

   September 

  2011 
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There are moments in everyone’s life when you find out you’re not quite everything 
you thought you were. 

Near the end of my sophomore year in Bible College, I started traveling to a church 
on Sunday mornings to preach while they looked for a new minister. I didn’t have 
any experience, in fact this was the first time I had to preach more than one sermon 
at the same place, but the people were very gracious and continued to invite me 
back. On about my third visit a lady named Mae Wallace stopped me after the 
service and told me that was the best sermon she had ever heard. And she didn’t 
just say it, she went on and on, and her enthusiasm was very encouraging. 

Now I knew enough to take all this with a grain of salt. This was a lady in her mid-
eighties, she had been going to church all her life, and I knew this could not have 
been the best sermon she ever heard. Still, I walked around Bible College that 
week like a jock who had scored four touchdowns in a game, like Jim Thome hitting 
number 600. I worked especially hard on my sermon that week and couldn’t wait to 
get back to church on Sunday. As I entered the sanctuary that day, I saw my new 
best friend, Mae Wallace, sitting near the front, and I went straight to her pew, sat 
down, and said the biggest, smiliest, happiest “good morning” that I’ve ever said in 
my life. My new best friend Mae Wallace looked at me and said, “Do I know you?” 

There are moments in everyone’s life when you find out that you are not quite 
everything you thought you were. You can deceive others for a while, you can 
delude yourself forever; but God will not be fooled. 

In Luke 18:10-14 , Jesus tells a parable to a very specific audience – people who 
were fooling themselves. People who were not quite everything they thought they 
were. “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax 
collector. 11 The Pharisee stood up and prayed about himself: ‘God, I thank you that 
I am not like other men—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax 
collector. 12 I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.’ 13 “But the tax collector 
stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and 
said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’ 14 “I tell you that this man, rather than the 
other, went home justified before God. For everyone who exalts himself will be 
humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.”  

The great temptation for all of us is to think of ourselves more highly than we ought 
to. We all want to be something, to be known for something, even if it’s  something 
we’re mistaken about, like preaching the best sermon Mae Wallace ever heard. The 
bad news is, you’re not quite everything you thought you were. The good news is, if 
you will let him, God wants to make you more than anything you could ever 
imagine . 
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Reggie  

Thoughts for the New School Year 
 
 
With a new season and school starting back up I found 
this devotion from My Utmost for His Highest by Oswald 
Chambers to be a good reminder: 
 
“God intends for us to live a well-rounded life in Christ 
Jesus, but there are times when that life is attacked from 
the outside. Then we tend to fall back into self-
examination, a habit that we thought was gone. Self-
awareness is the first thing that will upset the 
completeness of our life in God, and self-awareness 
continually produces a sense of struggling and turmoil in 
our lives. Self-awareness is not sin, and it can be 
produced by nervous emotions or by suddenly being 
dropped into a totally new set of circumstances. Yet it is 
never God’s will that we should be anything less than 
absolutely complete in Him. Anything that disturbs our 
rest in Him must be rectified at once, and it is not 
rectified by being ignored but only by coming to Jesus 
Christ. If we will come to Him, asking Him to produce 
Christ-awareness in us, He will always do it, until we 
fully learn to abide in Him. 
 
Never allow anything that divides or destroys the oneness 
of your life with Christ to remain in your life without 
facing it. Beware of allowing the influence of your friends 
or your circumstances to divide your life. This only serves 
to sap your strength and slow your spiritual growth. 
Beware of anything that can split your oneness with Him, 
causing you to see yourself as separate from Him. 
Nothing is as important as staying right spiritually. And 
the only solution is a very simple one— “Come to Me . . . 
.”  
 
The intellectual, moral, and spiritual depth of our reality 
as a person is tested and measured by these words. Yet in 
every detail of our lives where we are found not to be 
real, we would rather dispute the findings than come to 
Jesus. 
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New Brighton Christian Church Calendar of Activitie s 

~ September 2011 ~ 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat 
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A Minute with the Elders 
September, 2011 

 
The month of September kicks off our 
challenge of beginning the “new” church year.  
It is an exciting time full of new opportunities; 
some of our children will be starting in new 

Sunday School classes, the 2011/2012 youth group will be 
joined by first year students, our congregation returns to 
“full strength” following summer vacations and new 
ministries will begin.  We will all have many opportunities 
to serve.   When God blessed the Israelites with a new 
beginning in the Promised Land, Joshua issued them this 
challenge in Joshua 24:15:� 

But if serving the LORD seems undesirable to 
you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you 
will serve, whether the gods your forefathers 
served beyond the River, or the gods of the 
Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for 
me and my household, we will serve the LORD.� 

Embracing Joshua’s challenge, the Israelites too declared 
that they would serve the Lord.  As the new church year 
kicks off, let each one of us examine this choice.  The 
passage reveals the truth that we are going to serve 
somebody; we must choose who that will be.  What a great 
opportunity to embrace this challenge and choose to serve 
the Lord.                                  
                                                                  The Elders 
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Notice: Joint Ministry Meeting will take place on  Sept. 22, 
7:00PM. All committee chairs please plan to come 
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Starting on September 14 at 
7:00 pm, children in 1st-5th 
grade will take part in this 
exciting learning experience.   
 

Through interactive, multi-sensory activities 
that apply to children’s lives, Dr. Jones and the 
Secret of the Lost Keys helps children 
understand that God has a purpose for their lives. The 
lessons, based on the life of Moses, help children develop an    
understanding of the importance of giving their lives to God 
and daily trusting and relying on Him so they can fulfill that 
purpose.. 
 

 The children also learn that God gifts them with talents,           
experiences and personalities necessary for accomplishing 
His plan.  
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(Fundraiser for Crossroads’ Athletic Department) 

 
Monday, September 12, 2011 
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Shot-gun start 9:00 AM 

$75 per golfer 
Great Prizes 
Carts/Lunch  

 

  SEPTEMBER 
 
  1   Psalms 110-115  17   Proverbs 22-24 
  2   Psalms 116-118                18   Proverbs 25-27 
  3   Psalms  119:1-88              19   Proverbs 28-31 
  4   Psalms 119:89-176 20   Hebrews 1-4  
  5   Psalms 120-127 21   Hebrews 5-7 
  6   Psalms 128-134 22   Hebrews 8-10 
  7   Psalms 135-138 23   Hebrews 11-13 
  8   Psalms 139-142 24   Ecclesiastes 1-4 
  9   Psalms 143-146 25   Ecclesiastes 5-8 
10 Psalms 147-150 26   Ecclesiastes 9-12 
11 Proverbs 1-4 27   S. of S. 1-2 
12 Proverbs 5-8 28   S. of S. 3-4 
13 Proverbs 9-12 29   S. of S. 5-8 
14  Proverbs 13-15 30   James 1-5 
15  Proverbs 16-18                   
16   Proverbs 19-21  
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Brush off those clubs, line up that putter! 
IT'S TIME for the Annual NBCC Golf Outing at 
Brightwood Hills Golf Course in New Brighton 

 
Saturday, Sept 17th at 9:45 AM- Cost $14 

After golf we'll meet at the church for a 
potluck and prizes. Sign up on the bulletin 
board by Sept 11. Questions- call Kathy 
McNaul 651-636-7863. 
 
So much fun, so many memorable shots! 
What a great way to get to know your      

         fellow church family!����
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 Youth Activities  
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