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Sunday Schedule 

8:30 am 
Coffee & Donuts 

. . . . . . 
9:00am Sunday School   

…... 
10:00 am 

 Blended Worship 
…... 

1:00 pm 
Korean Grace  

Church 

 
New Brighton  
Christian              
Church … 
 
strives to be 

a healthy, growing church 
that has a great passion to 
live the Great 
Commandment and the 
Great Commission by  
loving God,  loving people, 
and sharing the Good News.  
 

As a congregation we will 
focus on growing warmer 
through fellowship, 
stronger through worship, 
deeper through 
discipleship,  
broader through ministry, 
and  larger through  
evangelism. 
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Have you ever thought about how much better we live than people did 100 years ago? 
100 years ago, how did you… 

Get water? 

Go to the bathroom? And if you wanted an outhouse, what did you have to do? 

Travel? 

Cook? 

Wash clothes? 

Wash yourself? How often? What did you smell like? 

What time did you go to bed? What time did you get up? What kind of house did you 
live in? What did you do all day? 

The way we live today is the way the rich lived 100 years ago. 100 years ago the rich lived 
in heated houses, the rich rode in carriages, the rich traveled the world, the rich enjoyed 
unlimited food and wine, the rich had access to physicians, the rich attained college 
educations, the rich attended the theater for entertainment. 100 years ago, none of these 
experiences was standard for the average person. Today, we have access to all of it. 

According to the book Mapping Human History, Steve Olson estimates that of the 80 
billion humans that have walked on the face of the earth since Adam and Eve, the people 
of the United States and the European Union today live better than 99.4 % of the people 
who have ever lived.  

So, by all standards, Americans should be the happiest people who ever lived. But, the 
amazing thing is we’re not. In fact, Gregg Easterbrook’s book, “The Progress Paradox” 
has a chapter entitled: “More of Everything Except Happiness.” He says just about every 
objective indicator of social welfare, like per-capita income, longevity, home size, cars per 
driver, trips taken annually, highest degree earned; just about every indicator of social 
welfare has been trending upward for about 50 years.  

With one notable exception: happiness. The trend line for happiness has been flat for 50 
years. So even though we’re living better, and making more money, and have bigger and 
more comfortable houses, and have more cars, and get around more, and are healthier, 
and better educated, we’re no happier than we were without all that. Why is that? 

Ecclesiastes 5:18-20 says: Then I realized that it is good and proper for a man to eat and 
drink, and to find satisfaction in his toilsome labor under the sun during the few days of life 
God has given him—for this is his lot.19 Moreover, when God gives any man wealth and 
possessions, and enables him to enjoy them, to accept his lot and be happy in his work—
this is a gift of God. 20 He seldom reflects on the days of his life, because God keeps him 
occupied with gladness of heart. 

What is the gift that God gives us? Not so much the wealth and possessions, but the 
ability to enjoy them, and to be content, and be happy in our work. Gladness of heart: 
that’s God’s gift to you.  
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New Brighton Christian Church Calendar of Activitie s 
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       DECEMBER  SERVERS 

Newsletter & Bulletin Information: 
Next month’s newletter and calendar items must be turned into the church office by Monday, December 19 due to the holidays. Items for the weekly bulletin 
need to be in by Thursday at 11:00AM. Please call: 651-633-7152.  
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A Minute About the Elders,  
and all Volunteers 
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  DECEMBER 
 
  1   Daniel  7-9 17   Micah 4-7 
  2   Daniel  10-12                    18   Nahum 1-3 
  3   Hosea 1-3                          19   Habakkuk 1-3 
  4   Hosea  4-6  20   Zephaniah, Haggai 
  5   Hosea  7-9 21   Zechariah 1-3  
  6   Hosea  10-12 22   Zechariah 4-6 
  7   Hosea  13-14 23   Zechariah  7-9 
  8   Joel 1-3 24   Zechariah 10-14 
  9   Amos 1-3 25   Malachi 1-4 
10  Amos 4-6 26   Revelation 1-3 
11  Amos 7-9 27   Revelation 4-6 
12  Obadiah 28   Revelation 7-10 
13  2 & 3 John  29   Revelation  11-15 
14  Jude 30   Revelation  16-18 
15   Jonah 1-4                          31   Revelation  19-22 
16 Micah 1-3 
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